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Holy Spirit School Newsletter  

 Important Dates for Term 4                                 

School Disco 
6th December in school time 

Choices 
9th December 

Kinder Transition 

10th December 9.15 - 10.45am 

School-wide Transition 

17th December 9.15 - 10.45am 

Parent Appreciation Evening 

12th December 6 - 7.30pm 

Christmas Carols 

16th December 6.30 - 8.00pm 

Year 6 Graduation 
17th December 6pm 

End of Year Assembly 
18th December 12 noon 

End of Year BBQ 
18th December 1pm onwards 

Last day for students 

18th December 

2nd Sunday of Advent 8th December 2019 

The Gospel  -  Matthew 3:1-12 
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the wilderness of Judaea and 
this was his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This was the 
man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: A voice cries in the wilderness, ‘Prepare 
a way for the Lord, make his paths straight.’ This man John wore a garment made of 
camel-hair with a leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their way to him, and 
as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. But when he 
saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood 
of vipers, who warned you to fly from the retribution that is coming? But if you are 
repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell        yourselves, 
“We have Abraham for our father,” because, I tell you, God can raise children for 
Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that 
any tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on the fire. I 
baptise you in water for repentance, but the one who follows me is more powerful than 
I am, and I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather his 
wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’  

Year 5 thoroughly enjoyed 
their Australian History 
excursion to Beechworth last 
week. 
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“Playing fair….” 
“Not everyday is a good day, live anyway.  
Not all you love will love you back, love anyway.  
Not everyone will tell you the truth, be honest anyway.  
Not all deals are fair, play fair anyway.” (Anonymous) 
 

335 students live, work and play together for almost 200 days of the school year at Holy Spirit. Each one of 
our children brings a different personality, different understandings, different tolerance levels and a different 
ability to cope. One of the greatest joys of being in our school community is knowing that each child is 
different. Our hope for each child is that they learn from experience, grow from doing and develop a greater 
appreciation from others for coexisting.  
 

In our HSS Team we know that competition can be good for children. When children compete against each 
other, the game becomes a challenge and motivates children to do their best. This can improve skills, 
encourage discipline and focus, and make children feel good about their achievements. Competition also 
increases the desire to win. And that’s when children can sometimes find it hard to play fair. Because they 
want to win, they might challenge rules and other players. Some might get into arguments with their 
teammates and even start cheating. When children aren’t playing fair… 
 

Here are some ideas for those times when your child is finding it tough to play fair: 
 • Take your child out of the game and talk calmly and clearly about what you expect from him/her behaviour. 
Let them know what they can do to play fairly. For example, ‘It’s important that everyone follows the rules 
and the rules say that you can only have one throw each turn’. You can also let them know that it’s hard but 
important to play fairly – this might help them control his/her feelings. 
 • If your child keeps behaving the same way or if it gets worse, deal with their behaviour. You might have to 
take them out of the game, and talk with them later when they calm down. 
 • Talk to your child about his/her feelings of frustration and what they should do next time. Before your child 
plays the next game, you could try setting up some ground rules. For example, ‘If you complain about the 
rules, I’ll stop you from playing the game’. 
 • Remind your child that games are about having fun, not about winning or losing. Try to give feedback that 
focuses on the fun of the game, not who won or lost. 
 • If your child is bragging about winning as a way of getting attention or respect from others, try praising him/
her for their efforts in other areas more – for example, when he/she cooperates with others, shares or is 
helpful.  
 

Winning and losing…  
It’s not about winning or losing – it’s about how you play the game. When your child understands this, they 
will be a ‘good sport’ and have fun playing, no matter whether he/she wins or loses. Winning is a great 
feeling, and it’s OK for your child to feel proud of being the winner. It’s also important for your child to be a 
good winner. This means showing sympathy and support to the losing team or player. If you can, try to 
discourage your child from boasting and instead highlight the fun that everyone had playing the game. 
 

Sometimes it’s hard to turn losing into a good experience for your child. But emphasising how well your child 
played is really important in helping him/her handle bad feelings. Praise your child’s efforts. For example, 
‘You were great at helping the younger kids’ or ‘You followed the rules really well’. Children – and even 
adults – find it easier to lose in a game of luck than in a game of skill. This is because losing a game of 
chance doesn’t say anything about you or your abilities. If your child is having difficulty dealing with losing, try 
playing games of chance first, then build up to skill-based activities.  
 

Remember at Holy Spirit, we will always promote ‘It’s how you play the game’ first and foremost. “Just play. 
Have fun. Enjoy the game.” (Michael Jordan) 
 

Casual Clothes  
We do give the opportunity for students to wear casual clothes on a regular basis. Of late, we have needed 
to remind students, in particular girls in Years 3-6, of the length of their shorts. Any casual clothes worn need 
to be appropriate for day to day activities at school. 
 

Parent Appreciation 
As previously advertised, we are holding our Parent Appreciation drinks next Thursday 12th December at     
6-7:30 pm. If you assisted our school in any way: excursions, canteen, reading, Choices, Bingo, School 
Council, etc we would love the opportunity to thank you. We appreciate all the efforts made by members of 
our school community. For catering purposes, could you please RSVP to the School Office by Monday 9th 
December (next week). 
 

School Reports & Compass 
Our End of Year School Reports will be sent out via the Compass Portal on Wednesday 11th December. If 
you can’t or haven’t accessed Compass as yet, could you please contact the School Office as soon as 
possible. 



MAI Interviews 2020 
As we did early this year, we will be conducting our MAI (Mathematics Assessment Interviews) in late 
January prior to the students resuming classes. Bookings for the interviews will be made through the 
Compass Portal. We will announce in the coming weeks when interviews officially open. 
 

2020 Classes & Transition 
Due to circumstances out of our control, we are unable to completely finalise our Staffing for 2020 at this 
stage. Tuesday 17th December we are holding our whole school transitions and classes will be finalised by 
then. Thankyou for your patience. 
Although we are unable to finalise Staffing for 2020, we can announce some changes that are very much 
bittersweet moments this year, as we farewell a number of staff who have made very significant 
contributions over a number of years…  
 

2019 is very much an end of an era as two of our long-standing teaching staff, in Mr Sandral and Mrs Lowe, 
will finish up their permanent positions at Holy Spirit. They won’t be lost to our school community as they 
will be returning early next year in casual teaching positions.  
 

We also farewell Mr Wayne Daniell who is returning to Melbourne, Mr Corey Miller who is moving to St 
Patrick’s, Albury, Mrs Mary Moffatt who is travelling in the second half of 2020 but will continue to do casual 
teaching in the first two terms, Ms Gemma Steadman who finishes her 12-month traineeship and Mrs Zoe 
Hehir leaves us to prepare for the birth of her second child. 
 

We welcome Mr Andrew Flores and Mrs Sarah Dunlop who will be new to our school community next year 
while we have Mr Nick Turner, a casual teacher here for some years, who will be undertaking the PE role. 
 

Matt Kean  
Principal 
 

 
 
Religious Education 
ADVENT           The season of Advent has begun 
We celebrate this week the start of Advent – the season of waiting.  Advent is the 
church season that runs for the last few weeks before the Christmas Season. It starts four Sundays before Christmas 
Day so in 2019, it began on Sunday, 1st December. 
Advent lasts a different number of days each year because it always starts on a Sunday but Christmas Day falls on a 
different day of the week each year. 
One thing that you can do is light a candle on an Advent Wreath.  
Each Sunday, light one candle in preparation for Christmas. 

Candle one (purple) represents hope. It is called the prophets’ candle. 
 

Candle two (purple) represents peace. It is called the angels’ candle. 
 

Candle three (pink) represents joy. It is called the shepherds’ candle. 
 

Candle four (purple) represents love. It is called the Bethlehem candle. 
 

Thank you to  Aiden and Amelia Fry, and Sophie and Amelia Church who volunteered to 
help at the last school Mass . 
 

St Vincent De Paul– Christmas Appeal 2019 
This year’s Christmas Appeal is “How can a hungry child celebrate Christmas?’  
If anyone would like to donate new unwrapped toys up to 12 years of age, or ‘in date’ non perishable food items, 
please leave these in the School Office. Boxes are available in the office for you to place these items in.  
Some ideas for food items include: Christmas pudding, tea, coffee, milo, fruit cake, jam, pancake mix, cereal, dried 
fruit, biscuits, pasta, pasta sauce and vegemite.  
The boxes located in the School Office will be collected by a St Vincent de Paul 
representative on Thursday 11th December (next week!) 
 

Thanks for your support! 
 

Joanne Davies—Religious Education Coordinator. 

Years 1-6 
Maths Assessment Interviews:  
30th and 31st January 
 

First Full Day for Students:  
Monday 3rd February 

Kinder 
Best Start Testing:  
30th January - 4th February and 7th February 
 

First Full Day for Kinder Students: Wed 5th February 
 



 

 

 

BINGO ROSTER... 

4th December  

Caller 4 
Kelly Huckel 

Team 3 
Kirrilly Holmes 

Natasha Zegiel-Fry 

 

11th December  

Caller 5 
Sharnee Effting 

Team 4 
Cheryl Brigden 

Brendan O’Brien 

 

18th December  

Caller 6 
Matt Kean 

Team 5 
Darcy Irving 

Luke Mooring 

Merit Awards 
Kinder Chloe Ackerly, Eva Jensen, Abel Luxton, Bonnie Garlick, Ruby Barnett, Cooper Harding,  

Aaryadev Vellithiruthynhalil 

Year 1 Adele Braybrook, Grace Lafferty, Isaac Thomson, Hunter Merkel, Ella Yeo, Indi Heffernan, India 

Edwards, Amelia Church, Jake McLaren 

Year 2 Liam Mooring, Charlotte Spencer, Aleksandar Stevens, Dustin Carey, Izabella Boyd,  
Charlie Thomas, Eliza-Kate Maxsted 

Year 3 Harry Hawkins, Zhiyuan Shen, Gemma Ouanesavatdy,  

Year 4 Tyrell Hodge, Hemant Bhattarai, Aliyah Briggs, Sam Frauenfelder, Flynn Semmens, Kyle 

Thomson, Zali Stieber,  

Year 5 Amelia Hunt, Rhianna Kennedy, Tayla Westblade, Chloe Harris, Allira Graham, Matilda 

North, Lachlan Warburton, Blaise McGlynn, Jack Heinjus 

Year 6 Callan Seidel, Cody Gardiner, Jaymz Godde, Jack Harris, William Walsh, Ella Nixon, 

Isabella Webb, Elliot Willoughby 

We are having a DISCO! 
Our school disco is set down for                             

Friday 6th December during school time. 

PRIMARY:  9:45-10:45am 

INFANTS:  11:30-12:30pm 

Where:  School Hall 

Casual clothes day (appropriate for dancing).                                                    

Glow sticks available on the day for purchase. 

 


