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Holy Spirit School Newsletter  

50th Anniversary 
The weekend before last we celebrated the Holy Spirit Parish 50th 
Anniversary.  
Our school leaders carried our school and house flags in as part of 
the procession from the front steps of the school to the church for 
Mass.  
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“Shifting Perspective” 
“The secret of being happy is accepting where you are in life and making the most out of every 
day.” (Anonymous) 
 

What would it take to make you happy? Think about your answer for a moment, because we have reasons to 
be happy every day, even if the world around us seems to have come unglued. 
 

Some of you think that if you only had this or that particular thing you would be happy. Others believe that if 
you were only in love with someone wonderful, who loved you back, then you would be happy. And there are 
probably still others who believe that if God would work a miracle and cure you or someone you love of an 
illness, that would make you happy.  
 

But here is the thing: Happiness is a choice you make, not something that does or doesn't happen to you. 
You can choose to be happy right now, no matter what you have or don't have. The first step is gratitude. If 
you develop and heighten your powers of appreciation by focusing on the beauty in your life instead of the 
imperfections, you will be halfway there. Take a moment. You will see an abundance of beauty in your life, 
regardless of your surroundings or circumstances, if you will only look for it. You will be adopting the 
“attitude of gratitude.” 
 

Once you can see it – appreciate it! Not just intellectually – let it give you real joy. Yes, it may be raining at 
the moment, and it’s a mess to walk or drive in it. However, look at what it’s doing for the flowers, the fruit 
trees, the air! It’s all in your perspective. You see, the time to be happy is now, the place to be happy is here, 
and the reasons to be happy are all around us. 
 

One of the greatest pleasures about being Principal of Holy Spirit, regardless of anything else, is the ability to 
walk into any classroom or playground, watch and listen to children and teachers enjoying their learning and 
play experiences. Listening to teachers, I know they 
are rewarded when they see children overcome challenges to achieve a goal. So, what are we waiting for? 
Decide for yourself. Shift your perspective. Choose to be happy. See how that change affects everything else 
you think, see and do! 
 

“Happiness is not a destination, it’s a way of life.” (Author unknown) 
 

Student Free Days 
Friday 20th March -  Albury Gold Cup 
Friday 22nd May 
Friday 5th June 
Monday 20th July 
Monday 12th October 
Monday 16th November 
 

School Photo’s 
School photo’s will be taken NEXT Monday 9th March.  Students are to wear their Sports Uniform due to the 
change over of the uniform this year.  Please note students are not to wear Diocesan or State sports shirts. 
 

Uniform 
Our students take great pride in wearing our uniform. The changes we made to the uniform at the beginning 
of the year look great. Please find attached to this newsletter the Uniform Policy. We expect that the uniform 
is worn correctly, however, we understand that this may not always be possible. A note explaining why your 
child is not wearing the appropriate uniform will be sufficient. We are in the process of aligning the uniform to 
our PBL Framework, with ongoing unexplained uniform indiscretions possibility resulting in coaching 
conversations. 
We also have a second hand uniform shop located at the back of our school hall if you would like to have a 
look you can come to the School Office and someone will take you there. 
 

Staffing 
I would like to inform you of the retirement of our Assistant Principal, Ms Margaret Brassil.  Ms Brassil was 
our Assistant Principal of Holy Spirit for over a decade and had a significant impact on the school in that time. 
Since October 2018, Ms Brassil has been on secondment to the Catholic Education Diocese of Wagga 
Wagga. Mrs Brigden will continue in the Acting Assistant Principal role and Mrs Davies will continue in the 
Acting REC role for the remainder of the year. I would like to thank Ms Brassil for the many contributions she 
made to Holy Spirit over her time here as a classroom teacher, Assistant Principal and Acting Principal.  
 

50th Anniversary 
The weekend before last we celebrated the Holy Spirit Parish 50th Anniversary.  
 It was a wonderful weekend which was celebrated by many members of the parish and school community. A 
highlight of the weekend was the digging up of the 1995 time capsule. Mrs Marie Leddin and Jacqui Cirovic 
opened the capsule to unveil the historic contents. Marie was a teacher and Jacqui was a student in Year 2 
when the capsule was buried. On Sunday morning our school leaders carried our school and house flags in 
as part of the procession from the front steps of the school to the church for Mass. Many thanks to the 
members of the school community who participated in the many events over the weekend. 



School Council  and AGM 
Our AGM of the School Council will be held next Tuesday 10th March. If you are interested in nominating 
for a position, this needs to be submitted to the school office by Friday 6th March. You can collect a 
nomination form from the office or access via our Compass portal (sent out last Friday), which will need to 
be seconded before submitting. 
 

School Drop Off in Mutsch Street 
The safety of each of our students at Holy Spirit is of paramount importance. Can I remind all members of 
our school community that when students are being dropped off in Mutsch Street each morning, they must 
be done so from a car that has been parked. We have witnessed students getting out of cars that have 
pulled up in the middle of the road. I say this not only from a safety concern but also a legal one. 
 

School Fete 
We have locked in our School Fair/Fete for the evening of the 6th of November 2020. Last year we formed 
a small committee to establish initial plans for the evening. Unfortunately, we are currently without a co-
ordinator and the meeting we held on Monday night this week was only attended by five parents.  
 
The focus for this Fair/Fete is a community event, a celebration of our school. Events of this nature can only 
come together with the assistance of many. At this stage, we require more assistance to get this event up 
and going. We will be holding a follow-up meeting on Monday 23rd March from 7:30-8:30 pm. In the 
meantime, we would appreciate your input via the following survey to gauge the community's support. If we 
don’t receive the necessary support we won’t go ahead with the Fair/Fete this year, which would be 
incredibly disappointing.  
 

Could you please complete this survey by Friday 13th March. 
SURVEY LINK: https://forms.gle/qdWUHTAUvJKNJmcC8 

 

Last Tuesday the 25th February we had 6 boys attend the Albury/South Deanery AFL trials conducted 
in Thurgoona. These boys were from Year 5 and 6; Cooper Kiraly, Oliver Ackerly, Koby Murray, 
William Harrington, Edward Smith and Ayden Tyrell. Congratulations to Ayden and William who have 
been selected to attend the MacKillop AFL trial being held in Wagga on Friday the 3rd of April.   

 

Also last Tuesday the 25th we had 6 girls attend the Albury Deanery Netball trials held at 
Lauren Jackson Stadium. The girls who attended the netball were; Sienna Nicholson, 
Blaise McGlynn, Amelia Hunt, Macey Yeo, Matilda North and Isabella Hartles. 
Congratulations to Sienna Nicholson who was selected to attend the Wagga Wagga Diocese netball trial this Friday 
March 6.   
 

On Wednesday the 26th of February, Holy Spirit School took 30 students to the Albury Swimming pool to compete at 
the Deanery Swimming Carnival. Everyone participated in a sportsmanlike manner and were by far the most 
encouraging and cheerful school on the day. Holy Spirit School experienced some great results on the day with 10 
students advancing through to swim at the Diocesan Swimming Carnival on the 4th of March at Wagga Wagga 
Aquatic Centre. A special congratulations to Emily Bullivant who won Junior Girls Aged Champion, Zed McPhee who 
won Junior Boys Aged Champion and Emma Huckel who won Junior Girls Runner-Up Aged Champion.   
 

We wish our swimming squad that travelled to Wagga today the very best. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With swimming behind us, we now turn our attention to the upcoming Cross Country Carnival on the 
26th of March at Holy Spirit School Oval and the Athletics Carnival  for K—2 is on the 3rd of April  at 
Holy Spirit and on the 6th of April Years 3-6 is at Alexandra Park.  Notes will be sent out in coming 
weeks regarding these events.   

https://forms.gle/qdWUHTAUvJKNJmcC8


Religious Education 
Project Compassion inspires so many communities to come together to raise much 
needed funds for the most vulnerable women, children and men in Australia and 
around the world, especially those who can’t afford education, medicine, food or 
clothing. Caritas is the international aid and development agency of the Catholic 
Church in Australia. Each Lent, Caritas launches its Project Compassion appeal. 
Students have taken home project compassion boxes, and there will also be a large 
one located in the front office. We will be collecting money for the rest of the term. 
Thanks for your help in this worthy cause! 
 

 
Atrium 
Students in Stage 1 and Stage 2 have had the opportunity (so far this year,) to visit the Atrium in the Church once a 
week, in a program run by Mrs Angela Van Der Horst and volunteers from the parish. This program reinforces and 
complements the Religion lessons we teach at school. Kinder will also have the opportunity to learn more in Atrium 
lessons when they begin this Friday 6th March. 
Lesson times:     Stage 1—Monday@ 2:30pm         Stage 2– Friday@ 1:30pm         Kinder Friday@ 2pm 
 

St Patrick’s Day 17th March 
On Tuesday 17th March, Year 6 will be leading us in the St Patrick’s Day Mass at 9:15am.  We 
celebrate this feast day, as Fr Patrick O’Connell, our founding Parish Priest, came from County Mayo 
in Ireland. O’Connell House (green house)  is named after him.  
Children are free to wear GREEN CLOTHES on this day.  
 

Confirmation 
The date for Confirmation has changed from 6th June to May 30th. This is so as to avoid the Queen's 
birthday long weekend. Confirmation will be celebrated on Saturday at 6pm Mass. There will be a Parent 
Information Night on Tuesday 24th March at 5:30 in the Year 3 classroom. 

 
 

 

BINGO ROSTER... 

4th March  

Caller 2 
Maree Brosolo 

 

Team 
Tanya Mooring 

Kirrilly Holmes 

 

11th March  

Caller 3 
Kelly Huckel 

Team  
Somer Irving 
Sonya Pfeiffer 

 

18th March  

Caller 4 
Sharnee Effting 

Team  
April Piltz 

Emily Saroff 

 

HOLY SPIRIT IS A NUT-FREE SCHOOL 

Merit Awards 
Year 1 Heidi Jewitt, Kevin Zhou, Skylar Newton, Flynn Carter, 

Lucy Eyers, Indiana Byrne, Supriya Khanal 

Year 2 Oska Howard, Bella Sanson, Jake McLaren,                 

Jessica Hartles, Hunter Merkel, Chelsea Hope 

Year 3 Mia Harding, Charlie Thomas, Sukhman Sanga,  
Zara Besford, Violet Moran, Bismeet Brar,   
Ruhee Mohammed, Ruby Holmes 

Year 4 Lyla Thompson, Ruford Stalin, Sophia Dedourek,       
Svend Jensen 

Year 5 Lily McFarlane, Amara-Lee Farmer, Ayden Tyrell,  
Bibek Thapa, Andrei Dumlao, Kyle Thomson,  
Gypsy Thomas 

Year 6 Jordan Delaney, Macey Yeo, Eva Bruce, Amelia Hunt, 
Matilda North, Lachlan Warburton, Oliver Ackerly,  
Isabella Hartles 


