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Holy Spirit School Newsletter  

Rugby League  

Lewis, Toby, Harry and Keoni were selected in the Diocesan U11’s team.  They 

recently travelled to Canberra for the U11’s selection trials for the MacKillop 

team. Unfortunately none of our students made it in the MacKillop team,       

however, they played well and showed great sportsmanship. Well done boys! 

Athletics Carnival 

Thanks to all involved especially Nick Turner for providing a great carnival for our students.  

Athletics Carnival Age Champions 

Junior Boy :  Keoni Murray (Absent from photo) 

Junior Girl:   Ashleigh Barr 

11 Year Old Boy:  Zed McPhee 

11 Year Old Girl:  Chelsea Ackerly 

Senior Boy:  Ayden Tyrell 

Senior Girl:  Zali Stieber 

DIOCESAN Cross Country: Thank you to Hollie Ackerly who assisted and supervised our students at the       

Diocesan Cross Country held in Griffith on Monday 3rd May. Congratulations to all who participated.                     

Special mention to Keoni Murray, Jett Murphy and Jake Archer who have made it onto the next level. 

Congratulations to Jett Murphy and 

Mr Sanson for winning the NSW PSSA 

Aussie Rules Football Championships 

last Friday in Byron Bay.            

We are extremely proud            

of both of you! 

Dwyer has done it again!  
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From the Principal,  

Many mums across Albury (and beyond) on the weekend would have been spoiled as part of Mother’s Day, as they 

should! Mothers and women in general are under appreciated and un-recognised in their role within the family and 

society in general.    

 

Historically the role of women in society (and still currently) has not always been a positive story. For women, life in the 
time of Jesus was difficult. The value and importance of women was minimal when compared to the male. He was part 
of the world that treated women at times appallingly. However Jesus’ attitude towards women was unprecedented, 
radical, counter cultural and sadly revolutionary in many contemporary societies still today. It was often women through 
the stories of the Gospels that taught the message or parable. The fact that they were recorded and written down at the 
time, in light of how the world worked then, makes it more likely that they happened close to how they have been 
written. 

 

Jesus brought into the light women who were cowering at the edges of society, he had women disciples and friends, 
treated them with complete respect, perceiving their needs and opening up the possibility of some freedoms from the 
constraints of religious and cultural norms of the time. The Church preaches Jesus as the clearest picture of God. The 
message of the historical Jesus at the time does not completely translate into action in 2021.  

 

It was great to see so many mums and special others sharing time with their children here at HSS, especially last     
Friday. Our young people at HSS have to see that anyone can be who they aspire to be, are paid according to their   
talent and expertise, respected for their ideas and are able to access anything that others are accessing as a matter of 
justice.  

 

STAFFING 
We welcome Ms Denise Sawyer,  Mrs Paula Peppe and Mrs Kylie McGee to our team. Ms Sawyer’s responsibilities are 
Finance and Administration while Mrs Peppe and Mrs McGee are Teacher Assistants who are facilitating the              
intervention programs of MacqLit and MiniLit for the remainder of the year.  

 

In the last fortnight we farewelled Michelle Wood (school counsellor) as she endeavours to commence her own practice. 
Kaitlin Maguire is filling in this position until Centacare find a permanent person to fill the counsellor’s role. 

 

ENROLMENTS 
We are starting to take Kinder enrolments for 2022. If you have a child who is ready for school next year could you 
please come in and fill in an enrolment form or access it via our school website. It is necessary for younger siblings to 
go through the enrolment process.  

 

KINDER SESSION 
On the 21st of May (Week 5) we will be holding a special session for our prospective 2022 Kinder students between 
9:15 and 11 am. These students will have the opportunity to work with our Kinder teachers while their parents will learn 
about our school and get to know each other. Can you please spread the word. Click here to access the registration 
form to attend this session. Siblings and those who have already submitted an enrolment form are welcome.  

 

ABSENCES: COMPASS 
Student attendance at school is essential for great learning outcomes to occur. Students and parents are expected to 
inform the school of any difficulties in maintaining school attendance, whether this be through illness or other justified 
reasons. The expectation is that students maintain 90% attendance at school across the year. There may be some 
extenuating circumstances which may prevent this which can be discussed with the school. 
All absences from school must be accounted for. Please ensure you enter all absences via Compass. If the matter is 
more sensitive and you need to discuss with a staff member, please contact the School Office.  
Any absences not accounted for seven days from the day of absence will be considered unjustified absences. To avoid 
this, ensure that all absences are entered as soon as physically possible. 
Students who fall below these benchmarks will require follow up when the absences are unexplained and unjustified. 
As a point of reflection, it is important to consider how days absent from school can accumulate. For Instance: 

 

       When you miss one day a fortnight 
     20 days a year  / 4 weeks a year / More than two terms of learning missed across primary school 
When you miss one day a week 
     40 days a year / 8 weeks a year / More than a year of learning missed across primary school 

       When you miss 2 days a week 
      80 days a year / 16 weeks a year / More than two years of learning missed across primary school 
When you miss 3 days a week 
     120 days a year / 24 weeks a year / More than 3 and a half years of learning missed across primary school 
 

HSS VISION & MISSION STATEMENT COMMUNITY INPUT 
As a school this year we are focussing on updating/re-writing our Vision and Mission Statements. We are seeking input 
from our school community. Could you please provide us with 3-5 words or phrases that you would like to see in the 
new statements eg. collaboration, faith-filled, learning-centred etc.                                                                             
Please follow the link to provide input: https://forms.gle/j48aZQ9oPLcPePcx9    

Thanks in advance for your input and support.  

Matt Kean 
Principal 

https://forms.gle/UVjzwv5brLoB9CUX9
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Yesterday we were lucky enough to have a 
surprise visit from Mr Peter Maher who was 
principal of Holy Spirit from 1989 to 1992.               
It was wonderful to hear his stories of his           

time here. Some of the teachers he                    
employed during his time are still                   

on staff. Peter couldn’t believe how much             
the school has changed since he left, and 
was very impressed by the well mannered 
students and wonderful leaning spaces. 



 
 

 

Religious Education 

Regards, 

Joanne Davies 

Religious Education Coordinator 

Pentecost - Sunday 23rd May 
   

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1970 - Pentecost Sunday - Parish Launched with title- Holy Spirit Parish 
1971- Pentecost Sunday- First stage of the school blessed 
1977 - Pentecost Sunday - Holy Spirit Church presbytery blessed 
1978 - Holy Spirit School Church blessed and opened. 

When the Holy Spirit descended to Earth, it sounded like a very strong wind, and it 
looked like tongues of fire. The apostles then found themselves speaking in foreign 
languages, inspired by the Holy Spirit. People passing by at first thought that they 
must be drunk, but the apostle Peter told the crowd that the apostles were full of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Confirmation 

The Sacrament of Confirmation will 
be held on Saturday May 29th at 6pm 
in Holy Spirit Church. Please keep the 
Year 6 Confirmands in your prayers. 
The Bishop of Wagga Wagga will be 
officiating.  

Thank you for all the Mother’s 

Day gifts that were donated for 

our raffle.  It was lovely to see 

all the Mothers and          

Grandmothers at the special 

afternoon tea on Friday! 

Pentecost is the festival when              
Christians celebrate the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. It is celebrated on the Sunday 50 
days after Easter and 10 days after          
Ascension Thursday. Pentecost is regarded 
as the birthday of the Christian church, and 
the start of the church's mission to the 
world. 

Pentecost is a special time in the history of 
Holy Spirit School and Parish 

Vale 

Condolences to Tahlia Farmer (3SD), Amara-Lee Farmer (6MT) and Gurleen Grewal (3SD) on the passing 

of their grandfathers.  Please also remember Flynn Semmens (6AF) who recently lost his grandmother.      

Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your families. 

 "neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord."  Romans 8:39 



 

 

 

BINGO ROSTER... 

12th May  

Caller  
Maree Brosolo 

Team  
Di Voss 

Natasha Ziegel 

 

19th May  

Caller  
Sharnee Effting 

Team  
Cheryl Brigden 

Talissa Habermann 

 

26th May  

Caller  
Natasha Ziegel 

Team  
Sarah Dunlop 

Stacey Shepherd 

Merit Awards 
Kinder Hanisha Bhattarai, Zachary Quinn, Harper Riley, Hudson Jones, Jeet Sethi, Elizabeth Spiller,             

Jude Sargeant, Zoey Finn, Fintan O’hearcain, Annabelle Lavakeiaho, Mahir Pathak, Caitlyn Salzke, 

Amanda Kaur, Elkie Hope, Judah Pumpa, Ella Thompson, Gurleen Kaur, Sophia Campbell, Ryder Boyd 

Year 1 Zander Widgett, Paige McAuliffe 

Year 2 Robyn Spiller, Henry Taylor, Rania Kotzur 

Year 3 Stella Sargeant, Isaac Thomson, Milla Stieber, Isabella Trippett, Samuel Harrington, Lachlan Markey, 

Zoey Taylor 

Year 4 Ruby Holmes, Tristan Thompson, Solomon Martin, Aleksandar Stevens, Max Frauenfelder,       

Mitchell Seidel 

Year 5 Tanishqa Sharma, Zed McPhee, Emily Bullivant, Max De Wit, Bella Killalea, Noah Edwards, Jack Webb, 

Shubhnaaz Dosanij 

Maths Bite!  

Question from last term’s newsletter. 

Is a square a rectangle? What do you think and why do you 

think that?  

Answer: Technically a square is a particular rectangle and in 

the unique case that all sides are of equal length, and they 

do belong to the quadrilatral family. 

UNIFORM 
 

We have been notified that                                           
the ties have arrived at Lowes.                                     
All students are expected to                                         
be wearing the new tie by                                            
the start of next week. 

Mad About Math! 
Will begin next Wednesday 19th May from 3pm—4pm for an afternoon of mathematical experiences.      

Students wishing to participate have been given notes for permission to attend. 

Important Dates 

Matilda Performance at Scots School: Thursday 13th May (Kinder, Year 4, Year 5 & Year 6) 

Dress like a Farmer: Friday 14th May (Gold Coin Donation) 

Albury Halve Waste Tours: Tuesday 18th May: Year 3 (9-2pm)  

NAPLAN Online Test Window: 11th—21st May 

Themed Clothes Day (National Simultaneous Story time): Wednesday 19th May (come dressed in space theme ) 

Paul Kelly Cup final: Wednesday 19th May, 5pm at the Albury Sports ground 

Todd Woodbridge Cup Years 3 & 4 Gala Day: Thursday 28th May 

Choices: Week 7: Friday 4th June , 11:30- 1 pm, Week 8: Friday 11th June , 11:30- 1 pm, Week 9: Friday 18th June , 

11:30- 1 pm, Week 10: Monday 21st June , 11:30 - 1 pm 

Deanery Athletics: Wednesday 9th June 

Year 6 League Tag Team Final (Wagga): Tuesday 22nd  June 


